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unofficially do much of the work of a panchayat in organiz-
ing village services and in settling disputes.1

A possible combination of the two would perhaps be to
continue the committee of a Co-operative Consolidation of
Holdings Society as the nucleus of a statutory panchayat
for its village, after the conclusion of its consolidation work,
so that the cohesive spirit and the experience gained in the
difficult task of re-dividing all the land might be preserved
for the day to day administration of the village.

3.    Sanitary committees.   These are set up by District
Boards under special by-laws, and  supervised  by the
District Medical Officer of Health and his staff.   The by-
laws are still the subject of discussion, as the best method of
working has not yet been evolved.   It is likely that if good
panchayats can be organized these sanitary committees
will disappear, as the panchayat, if  only it will work
properly, is obviously the best possible form of village
organization.

4.    Other bodies.   Apart  from these three  kinds  of
bodies,  with laws to support them,  various  societies,
committees, and associations are organized from time to
time in many villages to carry out various duties and to
provide various services.   They have no law behind them,
and are apt to prosper and to fade away as officers come
and go or enthusiasm waxes and wanes among individual
rural leaders.   Anyway, they serve a good purpose while
they last and, like the others, help to teach the villagers both
the necessity for, and the principles and practice of, self-
government, and they help to pave the way for the regular
bodies described above.

The danger of these informal societies is that the very
informality which is the reason for their existence is apt to
1 Particularly of course the Co-operative Arbitration Society.